Ancient Rome Study Guide

Name:___KEY___________________________ Per.___________ Date:_______________________________

1)

	The power to ‘veto’
	Consuls
	Senators
	President
	Dictators

	Three Branches of  Government


	Armies
	Republic
	Gone forever
	Equal rights for all citizens


Use the above terms to fill in the Venn Diagram.  

The Roman Republic

Both


US Government



2)

You will need to know the map of the Roman Empire.  In order to study the map efficiently, you will need to be aware of the land that is included in the Roman Empire.

a. Know where Italy is and be able to locate Rome on a map of Italy.

b. Know the main river that contributes to Rome’s success. The _____TIBER_______________ River

c. Understand that Rome’s location was important because of the ___MEDITERRANEAN___________________ Sea—you need to know where that is and where you can go from there.

d. Be able to locate main cities that we have discussed throughout this unit:

a. Rome

b. Carthage
c. Alexandria

d. Byzantium/Constantinople

Use the map you received in the beginning of the unit and make sure you study both sides and can identify/shade the Roman Empire.
3) The following statements are missing words.  Please use your books, past quizzes, and notes to complete.
According to legend, two sons of Mars, ___ROMULUS_____________ and ___REMUS________________, founded Rome.

Rome was founded by the ___TIBER___________________ River.

Rome’s setting is important because it is at the _____CENTER_____________ of Italy, which was the center of the _MEDITERRANEAN_____ Sea and the Mediterranean was the center of the known __WESTERN__________ world.

The first people in Rome were called the __ETRUSCANS_________, and not much is known about them.

The Roman __REPUBLIC______________ lasted for almost 500 years.

The two classes in the Roman Republic were the __PATRICIANS_____ and the __PLEBEIANS____________________.

Two men called _CONSULS_____________________ ran the senate.

In case of an emergency, and the two consuls could not agree, the Roman law said that they could appoint a _DICTATOR_____________________ to lead for six months.

A dictator had all the powers of a _____KING_________________.

When the Roman Republic began to fall apart a strong leader named ___JULIUS______________   ___CAESAR_______________ arose and took control of the senate.

Julius Caesar won the control of all the land in and around Rome, but was ___ASSASSINATED__ because he proclaimed himself dictator for life.

After Julius Caesar, Rome gained an even greater __EMPIRE____________.

The senate and the people of Rome were so grateful for Rome’s peace and prosperity that they gave _AUGUSTUS_____________ as much power as he wanted.

Romans did not force their way of life on ____CONQUERED_____ peoples.

As long as the provinces were __PEACEFUL____________________, governors did not interfere in the lives of conquered people.

Rome required that conquered people bought Roman goods and paid __TAXES____________________.

The Romans were more interested in using their knowledge to ____BUILD__________________ things better than anyone else.

Roman ___LAW___________________ is passed down through other cultures because it promoted fairness.

Roman ideas of justice are also basic to our system of __LAWS_________.

A majority of Romans were not only __POOR__________________, they were __JOBLESS/UNEMPLOYED____________________.

Wealthy people in Rome had elegant homes in the city as well as country estates called __VILLAS____________________.

In Rome, most people lived in __POOR____________________ housing, such as tall apartment houses with no running water, toilets, or kitchens.

Roman emperors provided _FREE_ grain and shows for the poor to prevent riots.

__CIRCUSES____________________ contained humans fighting animals and other humans.  

Some ____GLADIATORS____ became famous and could buy their freedom.

__SLAVES____________________ could also buy their freedom if they had a valued job, and earned tips or wages.

Slaves who worked in the __MINES________________ and on farms had the worst lives.

Even though Rome had some violent aspects, most Romans had a strong sense of __FAMILY/VALUES__________________.

Most Romans valued __FAMILY___________ life more than everything else.

Christians were easy scapegoats for emperors such as _NERO\DIOCLETIAN____________ to blame and punish brutally.

Many __CHRISTIANS____________________ were martyred and therefore respected and admired by the Roman citizens.

Diocletian persecuted Christians, but he did try and save Rome by dividing the __EMPIRE____________________ into two parts.

Rome stopped conquering lands, so there were no new sources of __WEALTH/RESOURCES/GOODS__________ available to the Empire.

During the fall of the Roman Empire there was severe __UNEMPLOYMENT____________________ throughout the empire.

__INFLATION____________________ was not controlled, money continued to buy less and less, and the Roman coins became worthless.

_CONSTANTINE____________ proclaimed freedom of religion.

He also made __CHRISTIANITY____________________ the official religion of the Roman Empire, and the government accepted it.

After Constantine died, invaders swept across Roman borders, and in 410 and 455 __GERMANIC______________ tribes captured and looted Rome.

4) Using bullets (not full sentences) give as many supporting pieces of evidence to answer the following questions: -You will need more room so use another sheet of paper or the back of this study guide-
1. Why did the early Romans form a Republic?
· They did not trust kings (one person) with all the power

· They wanted to vote for representation

· Wanted Consuls (two people) at the top to hold people accountable
2. Why did the Roman Republic collapse?
· Consuls did not respect the veto

· Civil war between patricians and plebeians 

· Civil war between generals who were fighting for power

· Julius Caesar proclaimed himself dictator for life and was then stabbed
3. How did the Romans establish sound government to rule their empire?
· Laws were established based on fairness and justice

· Roman provinces were allowed to do what they wanted as long as they were peaceful, paid taxes, and bought Roman goods.

· Roman emperors provided free grain and circuses in order to prevent riots.
4. What advances did the Romans make in the fields of architecture, technology, and science?
· Arches, aqueducts, concrete, roads

· Astronomy-calendar

· Built many structures
5. How were the lives of the rich and the poor different in ancient Rome?
· Poor

· Unemployed

· Bad nutrition

· Fires

· No running water

· Poor housing

· Human waste

· Wealthy

· City homes and villas

· Feasts, and different foods

· Entertainment

· Indoor plumbing 
6. How were slaves treated in ancient Rome?
· Household Slaves- treated like part of the family
· Gladiators- could earn fame and fortune, or die

· Artisan Slaves-could earn tips and wages

· Mine/Farming Slaves- hard, harsh, cruel lives, short lives, worked and slept in chains
7. How did the Roman government attack Christianity? How did the religion finally triumph?
· Attacked by: making it illegal, being persecuted, put to death, blamed or scapegoated

· Triumphed by:  spreading, turned to martyrs and were respected, Constantine made it official religion of Rome
8. Why did Rome begin to lose its power?
· 100 years of weak and corrupt rulers

· inflation caused by severe unemployment, less silver, and no new resources

· mercenary or foreigners in the army
9. How did Constantine try to restore Rome’s greatness?
· He made Christianity the official religion and that gave the people hope and the army a new reason to fight.

· He moved the capital to Byzantium to “start over” & Because the eastern empire was doing better than the western empire
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