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The Legacy of Mesopotamia (pages 40-44)
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Ancient Scribes

1.  1st Writing – Mesopotamia – 3500 BCE

2. to keep records

3. scribes:  recorded sales, taxes, gifts, marriages, and deaths

“Pages” of Hard Clay

1. tablets from Tigris/Euphrates - size varies

2. marked with sharp tools 

From Pictures to Writing

1. developed over time

2. cuneiform:  combining symbols to make groups of wedges and lines to form words/ideas

3.
Hammurabi’s Code

Overview:

1. code:  organized list of laws – know what is expected.

2.  Hammurabi’s Code – 282 Laws

An Eye for an Eye

1. Punishment similar to the crime


2. depended on your status – higher status = stricture penalty

3. have an accident=break rule – still criminal


Laws for Everyone

1. written – know all could know


2. 1st organized laws – may be harsh
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