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Land Between Two Rivers

I. Geographic Setting
a. Location of Mesopotamia
1.  Between the Tigris and Euphrates Rivers

		2. Part of the Fertile Crescent – From Mediterranean coast to Mesopotamia and 
then south to Persian Gulf (shaped like a cresent)

b. Rivers of Life and Death
1. Tigris and Euphrates supplied topsoil – good for farming – came from the 
snow melt
		2.  Sorrow – flooding overpowering – swept people away, also animals and houses

II. The First Cities
a. Independent Cities Form
1. Along the Tigris and Euphrates Rivers with high walls
2. Separated by Desert

b. Tour of Sumerian City
1.  Busy – houses faced away from the streets – slept outdoors (hot)
[bookmark: _GoBack]		2.  Public square – very busy; musicians, acrobats, beggars, water sellers, scribes

III. Sumerian Religion

a. Sumerian Temples
1. Ziggurats – temple to the gods
2. Flat areas on top of each other to look like stairs
3.  Tope was the temple
4. Gods used ladder to come down to earth

b. Ancient Religious Beliefs
1. Polytheism – belief in many gods
2.  Myths to explain what people believed – not true

c. Gods
1. Serve the gods and you will be rewarded
2. Priests washed statues to show care
3. Food put out for the gods
