Ancient India Study Guide

Name:__________________________________ Per.___________ Date:_______________________________

Vocabulary:  You need to know and understand all of the following words:
[bookmark: _GoBack]

subcontinent			monsoon		citadel	
	
migrate				caste		avatar

reincarnation			dharma		ahimsa

meditate				nirvana		missionary

absolute power		convert


Answer the Following Questions:  These must be answered fully and have at least three supporting details.

1. How did geography influence the history of India?
· Located on a subcontinent-oceans on 2 sides, mountains on the other (Himalayas and Hindu Kush)
· Yearly monsoons—examples: not enough water=not enough food or too much rain=flooding
· Control climate
· Invaders could come through passes
· 2 great river valleys made farming possible-Indus and Ganges

2. How did people live in one of the earliest cities in the Indus River Valley?
Example: Mohenjo-daro
· Fertile soil for farming
· City was well planned to prevent flooding
· Attention to cleanliness and hygiene
· Settlements turned into cities because of careful organization
· Citadel contained important buildings in the center surrounded by a high brick wall (fortress) 
3. How did the basic beliefs of the Hindu religion develop?
· Came from the basic Aryan ideas, as expressed in documents such as the Vedas.
· A blending of many ideas
· No single founder
· Changed or further developed through the Upanishads

4. How did the teachings of Buddhism develop and spread?
· Developed by Gautama-wanted to stop human suffering
· He came to Buddhism through/by meditation
· Gautama taught the middle way and became Buddha
· Missionaries spread the religion throughout Asia
· Asoka’s pillars further taught about Buddhism

5. Why is the Maurya Empire considered a golden age in India?
· United India more than ever before
· The leaders improved farmlands and services provided to their people (roads, hospitals, wells)
· It brought prosperity and interactions with other cultures through trade

6. Why is Asoka considered one of India’s greatest leaders?
· Expanded the empire
· Was considered a father to his people because of his
· Writings of moral advice
· Improved public services
· Spread Buddhism-to end his people’s suffering
· The achievements united India-it fell apart after his death for more than 500 years.






Chart:  Fill in this ‘T’ chart by listing facts that are specific to each religion.  Then at the bottom, compare your two lists, and put all similarities in the ‘Both’ circle.



		Hinduism	Buddhism

Founded by Siddhartha Gautama
Founded in India
Middle way/Eight Fold Path
Nirvana
Meditation
Reincarnation
All people are equal


No single founder
Caste system
Avatars
Reincarnation
Many paths to truth
Blending of cultures
Upanishads
Dharma
Brahman-priests
Ahimsa
Vedas
Founded in India


 






















	
	Both


Reincarnation
Founded in India

subcontinent monsoon  ctadel
migrate aaste avatar
reincarnation dharma shimsa
meditate niana missionary
absolute power comvert
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mouniains on the other (imalayas and Hinds Kush)

* Yearly monsoons —examples: not enough water=not
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2 Eontral dimate

+ Invaders could come through passes
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2. How did people lve in one of the earliest cities i the
ndus River valley?
Example: Mohenjo-daro
+ Fertl sol for farming
© City was well planned to prevent floding
© Auention 1o cleaniiness and hygienc.
© Sattlements turned into ciies hecause of careful
arganization
+ Citadel contained important buldings in the center
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